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Pastor Devin’s Notes – Sunday, Nov. 18th

Thanks & Giving:
“Rejoice. Pray. Give. Repeat.”
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
16 Rejoice always, 17 pray continually, 18 give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.
· PRINCIPAL POINT: We are not to offer thanks to God only occasionally or only when great things are happening; instead, we are to give thanks in all circumstances.
· PRACTICE POINT: Even when we experience trials, we can give thanks for God’s presence, His understanding, and His comfort.
The Greek word for “will” is thelēma =
desire, wish, purpose, will, decision, or intent

· Thanksgiving really should be THANKSLIVING. 
· Through the power of the Holy Spirit in us, we can give thanks in all circumstance for a several reasons: 
1. God is always with us—even in the darkest times (Deuteronomy 31:6,8). 

2. Jesus understands what we are going through (Hebrews 4:15). 

3. The Holy Spirit is in us, comforting, encouraging, and strengthening us  (2 Corinthians 1:4). 

Colossians 1:12-14 [NASB]

12 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified us [a]to share in the inheritance of the [b]saints in Light. 13 [c]For He rescued us from the [d]domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of [e]His beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

TOP 4 REASONS TO THANK GOD:
· Because HE QUALIFIED us. –v.12 
· Because HE RESCUED us. –v.13
· Because HE TRANSFERRED us. –v.13
· Because HE FORGAVE us. – v. 14
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