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Pastor Devin’s Notes – Sunday, December 9th

Unwrapping Christmas:
“Inconvenience”
Luke 2:1-7
2 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while[a] Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to register.  4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for them.
· PRINCIPAL POINT: When you feel INCONVENIENCED and displaced, God may have something INCREDIBLE in store for you.
· PRACTICE POINT: Don’t get discouraged when your EXPECTATIONS aren’t met.  Keep going and see God’s plan for your life FLOURISH. 
1. God Wants to Use Your LOSS OF RIGHTS for His Glory [Luke 2:1-3]

a. The PROMISED LAND had been given to the Israelites by God. 

b. Rome conquered them and brought them under CONTROL of their empire.

c. That meant Rome could TAX them all they wanted.

d. This is the POLITICAL CLIMATE where the Christmas story takes place. 
Even when His people had lost all their rights, 

God worked MIRACULOUSLY!

2. God Has a JOURNEY for You [Luke 2:4-5]

a. Mary and Joseph have found themselves DISPLACED from their home by a taxation issue. 

b. Life as they knew it was suddenly DISRUPTED. 

c. The great, big plan of God required this INCONVENIENT journey. 

There’s a psychological model called, The Learning Zone Model.

· COMFORT Zone

· LEARNING Zone

· PANIC Zone

3. God Has a Place for You [Luke 2:6-7]

a. There was no ROOM for God.

b. People should have a hard time FITTING us into a box.

We won’t fit in because we were born for 
SOMETHING DIFFERENT!
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